
 

Sonoma County Association of Retired Employees 

General Membership Meeting Minutes 

November 18, 2025 

 

 

 

1. Julie Wyne Presentation 

 

Phyris Tobler opened the meeting. Ed Clites spoke about John Pels, a board member, 

who passed away recently. A moment of silence took place. 

 

Phyris introduced Julie Wyne. Julie said that 19 out of 20 1937 Retirement Act Systems 

have COLAs. Sonoma County does not. Julie and Neil Baker met with Assembly Member 

Chris Rodgers’s legislative aide to discuss legislation that would enable the county to 

provide flexibility in selecting groups to get COLA and also in ways to fund them. A 

county legislative analyst accompanied them. 

 

The legislation would give the county flexibility to address COLA from both a financing 

and delivery methods. The aide to Chris Rodgers asked for some of the same information 

that Phyris has asked her for. Unfortunately, each assembly member is only able to 

submit limited number of bills so Rodgers didn’t know if he would be able to carry it. 

 

Ed Clites asked about the legislation needing approval from other 1937 Act Counties. 

Julie believes there should be no issues for them to be against it. With SEIU on board 

there is a lot of momentum in Sacramento. Other employee organizations are on board. 

 

The Pension Fund is 95% funded which is excellent.  

 

Ed Clites spoke about Andre Bercut being the SCARE organizer for doing testimony at 

BOS meetings. The other issue is the reduction of the health stipend from $500 to $200 

June 1, 2026. 

 

The discussion moved to SCARE participation at BOS meetings to have an impact on 

their decisions. 

 

 

 



2. Action on Settlement Agreement 

 

Phyris Tobler spoke about the reduction of the County health stipend from $500 to $200. 

We need people to contact the BOS to testify to the impact of this reduction. This is 

being done to show a reduction in OPEB liability. 2400 retirees are impacted by this 

reduction. We need to message the BOS about this issue to get their attention to it 

because the CAO’s office sees it as savings. She will put this in the next newsletter. 

 

3. Vote for SCARE Board Members 

 

Chris Bauer, Paul Carroll, Phyris Tobler and Lou Maricle were unanimously reelected. 

Sherry Parr was nominated to fill a vacancy and she was elected to the SCARE board. 

 

4. Report on Associated Groups 

 

Bill Robotka was not at the meeting. This will be reported at a later meeting. 

 

5. PAC 

 

Ed Clites spoke about funding a SCARE Political Action Committee from SCARE reserves. 

SCARE needs to put out information because it would require changing the bylaws and 

both would need to be voted in. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Paul Carroll, Secretary  

 

 

 


